
They Came, They Saw

Drawing nearly 10,000
people on one of the
hottest days of the year,

residents of all ages, ethnicities
and cultural backgrounds came
to the Greenway Parade of
Arts, many of whom were first
time visitors. Featuring a wide
variety of entertainment and
activities including live music,
performance art and dance, and
hands-on art displays and
opportunities, the event built
on the MCW Partnership’s
desire to redefine the perception
of the Greenway as an historic
yet contemporary open space
reflecting the many faces of
those that live here. Add poetry,
juggling, puppetry, body art
and canvas murals engaging
hundreds of participants, and
you have a community gala
with evident staying power.

“We wanted to attract a mix
of people who live and work in
the neighborhoods surrounding
the Midtown Greenway as well
as people from the greater Twin
Cities area interested in the
arts,” Tom Borrup, Executive
Director of Intermedia Arts,
emphasized. “The event offered
us more than the chance to pro-

mote public art and artists, it
provided an opportunity to
really draw attention to the
Greenway and inform people
of the many assets of the com-
munities that surround it.” 

Wheels as Art
The seventh annual Wheels as
Art Parade, the yearly proces-

sion of the city’s most artistic
and authentically designed
automobiles cruising down
Lake Street, acted as the estab-
lished event to nurture the
newly born “Parade.”
Thousands of people followed
the cars down from Lake Street
to the 5th Avenue staging area
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I N S I D E

July 4, 2001 marked 

the first annual

Greenway Parade of Arts.

Co-hosted by Midtown

Community Works and

Intermedia Arts, the day-

long arts festival present-

ed a multi-cultural urban 

celebration of creativity

and community. 
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Greenway Parade of Arts 2001

Arts, Culture, Diversity Descend Upon 
the Midtown Greenway

Above: 
A puppeteer
entertains
Parade of Arts
visitors along
the Greenway.

Left: Visitors
watch as the 7th
annual “Wheels
as Art” parade
heads down
Lake Street.

Photos courtesy 

of Dan Dennehy



The corner of Lake Street and Nicollet
Avenue is the sort of place that can
thrill an urban street designer. This

reaction has nothing to do with the intersec-
tion’s existing configuration—to the contrary,
few would deny that it presents, at best, a
utilitarian landscape. A strip mall, a parking
lot, and a nondescript apartment building
occupy the south side of the intersection. To
the north, Nicollet terminates at Lake, and
where it would otherwise continue sits an
expansive asphalt parking lot with a K-Mart
and a supermarket at its far end. 

The intersection is busy—route 21 buses

stop regularly; shoppers arrive and depart by
foot and by car; and Nicollet-bound traffic
completes its awkward circuit around the inter-
ruption created by the K-Mart. But the bustle
does little to offset the pervasive sense that this
place lacks a connection to the surrounding
community, much less its own rich history. 

It is this very soulnessness that excites and
inspires those seeking to reinvent the Lake
Street/29th Street Corridor. As the intersec-
tion of Minneapolis’s historic main street and
one of its oldest commercial corridors, the
corner of Nicollet and Lake possesses unique
and remarkable potential for meaningful
redevelopment. Perhaps this potential will not
remain unrealized much longer, for plans are
already underway to return the intersection to
its rightful role as a vibrant commercial cross-
roads at the center of a thriving community. 

Birth of a Commercial Crossroads
The history of development along Nicollet

and Lake predates the city’s formal annexa-
tion of the area. In the 1880s, development
sprang up along a steam-powered, interurban
railroad line that extended along Nicollet to
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Nicollet and Lake, 1926. 
Photo courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society.

K-Mart at Nicollet Avenue and Lake Street.



31st Street, and then west to Lake
Calhoun and Lake Harriet. Beginning
around 1890, the construction of mass
transit along both Nicollet and Lake, in
the form of electric streetcar lines,
resulted in ever more rapid real estate
development. By the early 1900s, the
intersection was well established as a
bustling commercial center that served
both transferring streetcar passengers
and, increasingly, automobile drivers.  

Baseballs on Nicollet 
The corner was home to many shops

and businesses, but perhaps its most
notable institution was the Nicollet Ball
Park, which sat at 3048 Nicollet from
1896 until its demolition in 1955. For
more than fifty years, baseball fans
traveled to Nicollet Park to cheer their
beloved Minneapolis Millers. Described
by former Minneapolis Tribune writer
Dave Mona as “soggy, foul, rotten and
thoroughly wonderful,” the Park was
rustic by any standards. It lacked park-
ing facilities; the dressing rooms housed
termites and were barely heated; the
bleachers delivered slivers to the
unwary; and the press had to stand up

and lean forward to see the field from
the press box. The Park’s shallow right
field measured only 279 feet to the
fence, which meant that players regu-
larly hit balls into the street, shattering
the plate-glass windows of Nicollet
Avenue businesses far more often than
league records.  

But the physical limitations of the
Park could not dampen residents’ deep
and abiding affection for this commu-
nity landmark and the hometown team
it housed. For Millers fans, baseball at
the Park was always fine, even during
losing seasons, and every now and
again, the baseball was transcendent. In
1938, for instance, fans witnessed the
first remarkable season in the career of
a 19-year-old outfielder by the name of
Ted Williams. And for one glorious
month in 1951, Willie Mays batted
.477 during 35 games with the Millers,
before departing for the New York
Giants and baseball history.

A Season of Decline 
The Millers played their last season

at Nicollet Park in 1955 before relocat-
ing to the newly built Metropolitan

Stadium in Bloomington. They depart-
ed with a bang: as they had in their
first season there in 1896, the Millers
won the pennant that year. Shortly
thereafter, the ballpark was demolished
and the Northwestern Bank building
(now Wells Fargo) was constructed on
the site. 

The ballpark’s demolition was just
one of several harbingers of the decline
that was to occur at Nicollet and Lake
over the ensuing decades. Just one year
earlier, in 1954, the metro area’s first
suburban shopping centers opened and
the city ceased operation of the street-
car lines. The seeds were also sown in
the 1960’s for a second major blow to
the area’s role as a commercial center
when the Interstate freeway system
excluded southbound access to Lake
Street from I-35W. 

Early Efforts at Revitalization: 
The Closing of Nicollet Avenue

The loss of baseball and the streetcar
lines, the lure of suburban shopping
centers, and the failure to include I-
35W access to Lake Street all combined
to erode the commercial viability of
Nicollet and Lake. By the early 1970s,
the situation had deteriorated suffi-
ciently to demand the City’s focused
attention. The proliferation of aban-
doned buildings, adult bookstores, and
massage parlors prompted the City to
establish the area as the Nicollet/Lake
Economic Development District in
1972.

The City solicited and received a
number of proposals for redevelopment
in the district, but several years passed
without forward movement on the
project. Robert Stewart, then vice-pres-
ident of Northwestern National Bank,
worked with several Lake Street busi-
ness organizations to foster develop-
ment proposals for Lake and Nicollet
during this era. “The project was con-
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Nicollet Ball Park, 1955.
Photo courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society.
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tinually grounded because of the diffi-
culty the City encountered in finding a
large retail tenant to anchor the devel-
opment,” recalls Stewart. “First
Dayton’s declined to build a Target
store; then Herberger’s opted out. K-
Mart stepped in just as we were begin-
ning to lose hope that the project
would ever get off the ground.” 

In exchange for K-Mart’s commit-
ment, city officials agreed to close
Nicollet Avenue, creating a two-block
parcel on which to construct an 84,000
square-foot building to house the 
K-Mart and a grocery store. Despite
bitter protest from neighborhood resi-
dents and Nicollet Avenue merchants to
the north, plans moved forward, and 
K-Mart opened its doors in 1978. 

Documents from the era make clear
that the closing of Nicollet was part of
a well-intentioned economic develop-
ment strategy for the area. The strategy
was partially successful—the K-Mart
soon became one of the company’s
most profitable stores, and it continues
to provide a much-needed discount
retail service to area residents. But the

project’s design problems were immedi-
ately apparent. As constructed, the
facility catered to automobile traffic in
a manner that was incongruous with
the high level of pedestrian traffic and
transit service at the intersection.
Moreover, the rerouting of traffic
undermined the residential character of
neighboring streets. Finally, the closing
of Nicollet strangled the flow of con-
sumer traffic along that street, with

particularly hard-hitting consequences
to Nicollet businesses to the north. 

The last few years have seen a
wealth of positive development along
this northern stretch of Nicollet, which
has evolved into Minneapolis “Eat
Street,” a pedestrian-friendly
streetscape that is home to over fifty
small, locally-owned restaurants and
grocery stores that celebrate the City’s
ethnic diversity. 

Coming Full Circle: Reopening
Nicollet Avenue 

Nicollet Avenue could be open
again, if plans move forward for the
Lake & Nicollet Commons project pro-
posed by Sherman Associates, Inc. As
Loren Brueggerman, Sherman
Associates’ vice-president of develop-
ment, explains, “Our goal with Lake &
Nicollet Commons is the revitalization
of Nicollet Avenue as a continuous cor-
ridor with a recognizable identity that
celebrates its distinct and unique con-
stituent parts.” The focal point of the
project is reopening Nicollet as an
uninterrupted thoroughfare, followed
by high density and high amenity devel-

Fans Exiting Nicollet Ball Park, 1946.
Photo courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society.

Lake and Nicollet Commons Site Plan—North Block Elevation

Lake and Nicollet Commons Site Plan—South Block Elevation
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W hen Julie Ingebretsen drives
down Lake Street, the 
challenges and opportunities

for her Scandinavian food and gift 
business are apparent every time. 
“The traffic keeps getting heavier, that’s
good and bad for us: it means Lake
Street’s alive, but access is getting to be
more of a problem. Plus, some sections
of the street are starting to look pretty
rough-it will really be great having a
street that adds real value to our busi-
nesses again.”

Making the most of the new oppor-
tunities along Lake Street is a major
challenge, but Hennepin County’s ambi-
tious new reconstruction and streetscap-
ing project aims to do just that. When
complete, the new Lake Street will have
uniform streetscaping from Lyndale
Avenue all the way to the West River
Parkway. In addition, the County will
be adding turn lanes at key intersec-
tions, upgrading traffic signals, and
reducing some mid-block access points.
This is all on top of a complete recon-
struction of the street itself, including

the whole sub-street structure. Funding
will come from federal, state, county
and municipal sources, and construction
is set to begin in 2004.

“This project has great possibility,
but we must do our best to minimize
any negative impacts on the surround-
ing community,” said County
Commissioner Gail Dorfman. “The
County Board is committed to support-
ing a process that includes all interested
voices, so that we can make Lake Street
a destination that well serves neighbor-
hood residents and businesses.” The
effects on local businesses and residents
will be substantial during construction,
and that is why Hennepin County is
putting together a broad-based project
advisory process that will engage stake-
holders in envisioning and implement-
ing the project.

The project advisory process is
important for minimizing the disruption
for the surrounding neighborhoods, but
also for making the final product a valu-
able asset to everyone involved. As
Hennepin County Commissioner Peter

McLaughlin notes,
“Lake Street is the community develop-
ment focus for fourteen Minneapolis
neighborhoods, and much of our new
population growth will be focused here.
We have to make sure we get this done
right, for local residents, for established
businesses, and for the exciting new
businesses growing out of the immigrant
communities.”

With so many diverse interests
involved, the project advisory process
will work closely with neighborhood
and business organizations. Many
neighborhoods and business groups
may want expanded improvements at
specific commercial intersections, and
the City of Minneapolis will take the
lead in finding additional funding to
support them. “If all goes as planned,”
offered McLaughlin, “the Lake Street
reconstruction project will be part of
the rebirth of a 21st century Lake
Street. It will draw even more people to
South Minneapolis, and do a better job
of connecting neighbors, businesses,
and communities along their corridor.”

Lake Street, Great Street

opment in the form of unique two- to
four-story buildings that integrate
residential spaces with the commercial
core, from Lake. A reoriented two-
story retail business would continue to
serve as an economic anchor at Nicollet
and Lake, but it would be joined by
micro-tenant retail spaces and business-
es. Current plans project that construc-
tion of the new retail space and hous-
ing on the north side of the Greenway
could begin as early as the fall of 2002. 

In many ways, the Lake & Nicollet
Commons project will turn back the
clock at the intersection. The site plan

includes park-like green spaces reminis-
cent of the recreational area once pro-
vided by the Nicollet Ball Park, while
the street trolley proposed for the
Midtown Greenway recalls the old
streetcar lines. But Lake & Nicollet
Commons offers much more, including
housing along the Midtown Greenway;
a high-density mix of small and large-
scale retail spaces, restaurants, and
businesses; a heated metro transit sta-
tion; and access to a new southbound
exit from I-35W onto Lake Street. In
short, as Brueggerman points out,
“Lake & Nicollet Commons would not

just evoke the nostalgia of the old
Nicollet-Lake intersection—it would
immeasurably improve upon it.” 
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T he University of Minnesota Design
Institute in collaboration with the
Midtown Community Works (MCW)

Partnership hosted Midtown Crossings, October
26–28, at Intermedia Arts, Minneapolis. This
specialized workshop piloted an integrated
creative design process to reconstruct the more
than three dozen vehicular/pedestrian bridges that

cross the Midtown
Greenway Corridor in
South Minneapolis.
“Through the work-
shop, the Design
Institute and the MCW
Partnership sought to
integrate public art and
design with public
infrastructure through
an innovative approach
that would help to

build great new places in South Minneapolis,”
said Nate Garvis, Target Corp. 

The Design Institute procured the talents of
internationally recognized artists, architects and
engineers to work in multi-disciplinary design
teams with high-caliber local artists and com-
munity activists to create the most inventive
bridge design concept possible. Each five-member
design team was assigned to one of three focus
areas comprised of multiple bridges grouped by
location. The focus areas included Portland,
Nicollet and Lyndale Avenues. 

“The collaborative nature of the workshop
encouraged a lively exchange of ideas among
some of the most innovative artists, engineers and
architects currently practicing in this country as
well as Europe,” noted Design Institute Director
Janet Abrams. “The results will not only serve as
prototype design concepts for new bridges and
amenities along the Greenway, but also as a prac-
tical demonstration of a radically new approach
to interdisciplinary design which we hope will
influence how the city commissions public works

in the future.”
Approximately 35 of the bridges crossing the

Greenway were built prior to 1920, most of
which are expected to be replaced or removed
over the next 30 years. Renovations to the bridges
will be commissioned by the City. “From the
traditional public works perspective, this is not
the way we normally design bridges,” observed
Jon Wertjes, Transportation Engineer, City of
Minneapolis. “The interdisciplinary, holistic
approach is really exciting.”

The City will utilize resulting workshop design
concepts as guidelines for its subsequent Request
for Proposal (RFP), employing them as an
educational tool and affirming its commitment to
integrate public art and urban infrastructure
design. “Midtown Crossings is a great demon-
stration of the City’s new policy that art is an
essential element of public planning,” noted
Mayor Sharon Sayles Belton. “The bridges are a
key armature for the Corridor, rich with both
history and new connections.”

Though the bridge design project itself will
take many years to reach completion, the atten-
tion to the needs of the Greenway and the people
that live there is long overdue and the final prod-
uct is well worth the wait. The “Midtown
Crossings” bridge design workshop is one of
many steps in the planning process, but it is the
critical first step that will supply the foothold that
supports the bridges, and what they represent, for
years to come.

Midtown Crossings
An Innovative Design Collaboration
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“Midtown Crossings is a

great demonstration of

the City’s new policy
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element of public
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Conscience of the Greenway: Tim Springer

Tim Springer has
resided in a neigh-
borhood adjacent
to the Midtown
Greenway since
1988. An avid
biker and environ-
mental enthusiast,

he has dedicated himself for the past
eight years to creation, preservation,
and improvement of the Greenway. “I
don’t own a car and get around on my
bike for many reasons,” Springer said.
“To save money, protect the environ-
ment, stay healthy, but mainly because
it’s fun!” Springer believes the country
has overemphasized automotive travel
over the last two decades, spurring an
increase in pollution and decrease in
physical fitness. 

From Volunteer Work to 
Organized Action
In 1992, Springer began volunteering
with the Midtown Greenway Coalition
(MGC), a grassroots organization rep-
resenting the interests of the residents
and businesses of the neighborhoods
that surround the Greenway. At that
time, MGC was an informal group of
volunteers with no paid staff members.
By 1996, MGC filed articles of incor-
poration with the state and received
their non-profit status with the IRS.
MGC then established its formal Board
of Directors and hired Springer as
MGC’s full-time Executive Director. 

Originally the MGC was comprised
mainly of cyclists whose goal was to
make the Greenway a fast, safe and
pleasant mode of bicycle transportation.
The goal has since expanded and the
broader vision now is to create a more
beautiful, physical environment, with
additional open park space. MGC also
sees the Midtown Greenway as an organ-

izing tool to increase the capacity collec-
tively of the neighborhoods it serves.

Leadership and Perseverance
As director of the MGC, Springer has
spent years furthering the shared aspira-
tions of the representatives of the
Greenway neighborhoods, and realizes
the challenges his position holds. “It’s
difficult to rally volunteer support at
times,” Springer stated. “You’re selling a
dream, an intangible.” And while
Springer is a fierce and dedicated advo-
cate, he admits that he is still susceptible
to criticism. “I’m not even our fiercest
member,” he laughs. “I’ve been repri-
manded by my peers for not sticking up
for the communities’ interests more.”

“My passion for revitalizing the

Midtown Greenway stems from seeing
the many opportunities that it presents,
Springer noted. “Affordable, non-
polluting transportation; more equal
access to a beautiful environment
across the city; a shift to localize devel-
opment patterns so people don’t have
to go as far as often; and the struggle
for a grassroots voice in all of our lives
for positive change.”

Springer identifies the acquisition
and redevelopment of the former
Honeywell campus by Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage and the redevelop-
ment of the Great Lakes Center (for-
merly Sears) as two critical opportuni-
ties facing the MCW Partnership. “The
Coalition has believed for years that

the opportunity of the Greenway lies in
changing its topography,” Springer
said. “These two sites present unique
opportunities in their redevelopment to
incorporate pleasant, open spaces
accessible to the Greenway.” 

Success through Collaboration 
and Partnership
Springer credits the MCW Partnership
with mobilizing the ‘movers and shak-
ers’ and bringing the needs and possibili-
ties of the Midtown Greenway and the
Lake Street Corridor to the forefront.
“It’s fantastic that the MCW Partnership
exists and that they are able to bring the
necessary resources to the table to
implement productive change,” he said.
Springer notes the completion of the
Corridor Framework as one tangible
result of the work of the Partnership. 

In the end, the partnership between
the Midtown Greenway Coalition and
the Midtown Community Works
Partnership is essential. The MGC’s
knowledge and familiarity with the
Greenway is crucial to insightful devel-
opment, while the MCW Partnership
has brought resources to the Greenway
that help to turn the vision into reality.
“The Public Art Master Plan is another
example of one of the tools the
Partnership has provided,” Springer
explained. “The Partnership is bringing
a public art vision to the Greenway
that the Coalition would never have the
resources to fund.”

Springer is pleased to see progress
and credits both MCW and MGC with
maintaining a spirit of collaboration.
“Though the Midtown Greenway
Coalition and the MCW Partnership
may disagree at times,” he observes.
“We know that it is in all of our best
interests to continue working hard
together to get things done.”

“IT’S FANTASTIC THAT THE 

MCW PARTNERSHIP EXISTS AND 

THAT THEY ARE ABLE TO BRING 

THE NECESSARY RESOURCES 

TO THE TABLE TO IMPLEMENT 

PRODUCTIVE CHANGE.”



History in the Making, continued from page 1

and proceeded to move steadily through the
Greenway. For one of the first times in history, the
pedestrian traffic on the Greenway was equal to
that on the street level; the two naturally compli-
mented and amplified one another.

Many contributed to the success of the event,
including the more than 100 community volun-
teers. Target Corporation was the major sponsor
of the event, contributing funds, staff and promo-
tional design support. “The Parade of Arts event
is part of a much larger goal of bringing a distinct
and memorable feeling to the Midtown
Greenway,” commented Nate Garvis, Vice
President of Government Affairs for Target Corp.
“Public art plays a major role in the redevelop-
ment of the Midtown Greenway and how we
define ourselves long into the future.”

An Event for Years to Come
As the MCW Partnership and Intermedia Arts

look forward to supporting the event next year,
they will take into consideration the feedback
received from travelers through the Greenway
who responded to surveys. Suggestions included
having community restaurants provide food
booths, and bi-lingual promotion of the event to
engage more non-English speaking people. When
asked what they would like to see in the
Greenway ten years from now, respondents envi-
sioned more art, more trees, flowers and land-
scaping and more drinking fountains.

For MCW Co-Chair Gordon Sprenger, the suc-
cess of the Parade of Arts is a sign that the
Greenway Corridor “is fast becoming an enviable
urban amenity and community asset.” 

“While it’s a unique place,” noted Sprenger,
“the spirit, enthusiasm and artistic expression of
Greenway neighborhood residents are its greatest
strengths.” 

Continued from page 1

“The Midtown

Greenway is already

proving to be a great

asset to Minneapolis.

It serves as a natural 

connection to the

City’s great open

spaces and trails, but

more importantly, it

presents its own

strength as an

untapped community

resource with truly

unique recreational

opportunities.”

—Vivian Mason, 

Minneapolis Park and

Recreation Board
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